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Background on ESSER 

7he American 5escue Plan Act �A5P� signed into law on 0arch 11� 2021� provided 
nearl\ �122 Eillion for the Elementar\ and 6econdar\ 6chool 5elief )und �E66E5�� 
A5P E66E5� also Nnown as E66E5 ,,,� funds are provided to 6tate educational 
agencies in the same proportion as each 6tate received under 7itle ,�A of the 
Elementar\ and 6econdar\ Education Act �E6EA� in fiscal \ear �)<� 2020� 7he 8�6� 
Department of Education �ED� puElished ,nterim )inal 5eTuirements �,)5� on April 22� 
2021 reTuiring Local Educational Agencies �LEAs� receiving E66E5 ,,, funds to suEmit 
an LEA Plan for the 6afe 5eturn to ,n�Person ,nstruction and Continuit\ of 6ervices� ,f 
an LEA had alread\ developed a plan for safe return to in�person instruction and 
continuit\ of services prior to the enactment of A5P that meets the statutor\ 
reTuirements of section 2001�i� Eut did not address all of the reTuirements in the ,)5� 
the LEA must revise and post its plan no later than si[ months after receiving its E66E5 
,,, funds� 7his applies even if an LEA has Eeen operating full�time in�person instruction 
Eut does not appl\ to full\ virtual schools and LEAs� 

7he ,)5 and A5P statute� along with other helpful resources� are located here: 

• April 2021 ,)5: https:��www�govinfo�gov�content�pNg�)5�2021�0��22�pdf�2021�
0�����pdf

• A5P Act te[t: https:��www�congress�gov�11��Eills�hr1�1��%,LL6�
11�hr1�1�enr�pdf

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention �CDC� CO9,D�1� 6chool Operation
*uidance: https:��www�cdc�gov�coronavirus�201��ncov�communit\�schools�
childcare�operation�strateg\�html�anchorB1�1�0�002�2��

• ED CO9,D�1� +andEooN 9olume ,:
https:��www2�ed�gov�documents�coronavirus�reopening�pdf

• ED CO9,D�1� +andEooN 9olume ,,:
https:��www2�ed�gov�documents�coronavirus�reopening�2�pdf

• E6EA Evidence�%ased *uidance:
https:��oese�ed�gov�files�2020�0��guidanceuseseinvestment�pdf

• ED )A4s for E66E5 and *overnor¶s Emergenc\ Education 5elief �*EE5�:
https:��oese�ed�gov�files�2021�0��E66E5�*EE5B�)A4sB��2��21B���A0B),NAL
E0cd����f�f��e0�Ea2d��d�0aff���2�002�0��f�ef�E1�ea�02dE�E�2E1d���pdf

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1319/BILLS-117hr1319enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1319/BILLS-117hr1319enr.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html#anchor_1616080023247
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html#anchor_1616080023247
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/07/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/05/ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINALb0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/05/ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINALb0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf


Purpose of the Template 

7he ,)5 issued E\ ED outlines several reTuirements for all LEAs that receive E66E5 ,,, 
funds� including that LEAs have in place a plan for ensuring safet\ during in�person 
instruction �either in�progress or planned� as well as ensuring continuit\ of services 
should the LEA or one or more of its schools Ee reTuired to close temporaril\ for 
CO9,D�1��related puElic health reasons in the future�  LEAs who had a plan in place E\ 
0arch 11� 2021� which incorporated opportunit\ for puElic comment and was posted 
puElicl\ have si[ months from the date their E66E5 ,,, Assurances were completed to 
update and revise the plans to meet those reTuirements�  E[amples of previous plans 
that ma\ Ee allowaEle would Ee a completed Cal�O6+A or AssemEl\ %ill �� plan� as 
long as it meets the reTuirements previousl\ stated� LEAs which did not have a 
statutoril\ compliant plan in place as of 0arch 11� 2021� must create and post this plan 
within �0 da\s of completing their E66E5 ,,, Assurances� ,f \ou have Tuestions as to 
which categor\ applies to \our LEA� please contact Emergenc\6ervices#cde�ca�gov� 
Plans are reTuired for all LEAs� regardless of operating status� unless an LEA is full\ 
virtual with no ph\sical location� All plans must Ee reviewed� and� as appropriate� 
revised� at least ever\ si[ months to incorporate new or revised CDC guidance and 
other changed factors� 

7his template has Eeen created to assist LEAs in the creation of these plans and to 
ensure all reTuired elements are met� 7he following reTuirements and assurances 
pertain to Eoth the statutor\ reTuirements and the ,)5 puElished E\ ED� LEAs ma\ 
provide an\ additional information the\ Eelieve are helpful in assessing their plan� ,f \ou 
have an\ Tuestions� please contact Emergenc\6ervices#cde�ca�gov� 

mailto:EmergencyServices@cde.ca.gov
mailto:EmergencyServices@cde.ca.gov


LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of 
Services 

LEA Name:

Option for ensuring safe in�person instruction and continuit\ of services:
has developed a plan will amend its plan

1� Please choose one:

☐ 7he LEA had a plan� as of 0arch 11� 2021� that is alread\ compliant with the
A5P statute and will review and� as appropriate� revise it ever\ si[ months to
taNe into consideration the additional reTuirements of the ,)5� or

NOTE: If your LEA already has a compliant plan as of March 11, 2021, 
and has assured such by checking the box above, then you may skip 
questions 2-4 and complete the Assurance and Contact sections.  

☐ 7he LEA has amended�created a plan compliant with the ,)5 using this
template and has posted�will post it within �0 da\s of completing the E66E5 ,,,
Assurances�

NOTE: If checking the box above that you are using this template to 
meet the 30 day plan requirements, you must respond to each 
question in the template. 

Please note whether the LEA has a compliant plan and include a linN to the plan� 
or acNnowledge that the LEA is suEmitting a new plan and will post it within �0 
da\s of receiving funds� 

2� 7he LEA will maintain the health and safet\ of students� educators� and other
school and LEA staff� and the e[tent to which it has adopted policies� and a
description of an\ such policies� on each of the CDC¶s safet\ recommendations�
including: universal and correct wearing of masNs� modif\ing facilities to allow for
ph\sical distancing� handwashing and respirator\ etiTuette� cleaning and
maintaining health\ facilities� including improving ventilation� contact tracing in
comEination with isolation and Tuarantine� in collaEoration with the 6tate� local�
territorial� or 7riEal health departments� diagnostic and screening testing� efforts
to provide vaccinations to school communities� appropriate accommodations for
children with disaEilities with respect to health and safet\ policies� and
coordination with 6tate and local health officials�



DescriEe how the LEA will maintain� or continue to maintain� health and safet\ 
policies and procedures� ,nclude a description of an\ adopted policies and 
procedures regarding the CDC¶s safet\ recommendations �or availaEle LEA 
weEsite linNs to such policies�� ,nclude descriptions of appropriate 
accommodations adopted and coordination efforts conducted with outside 6tate 
and local health officials� Please include or descriEe current puElic health 
conditions� applicaEle 6tate and local rules and restrictions� and other 
contemporaneous information that informs \our decision�maNing process� 

�� 7he LEA will ensure continuit\ of services� including Eut not limited to services to
address students¶ academic needs and students¶ and staff social� emotional�
mental health and other needs� which ma\ include student health and food
services�

DescriEe how the LEA will ensure continuit\ of services in case isolation� 
Tuarantine� or future school closures are reTuired� including how the LEA will 
meet the needs of students with disaEilities and English learners� 



�� 7he LEA sought puElic comments in the development of its plan and tooN those
comments into account in the development of its plan�

DescriEe the LEA¶s polic\ or practice that provided the puElic with an opportunit\
to provide comments and feedEacN and the collection process� DescriEe how an\
feedEacN was incorporated into the development of the plan�

,n addition� the LEA provides the following assurances: 

☐ 7he LEA has made �in the case of statutoril\ compliant plans� or will maNe �in 
the case of new plans� its plan puElicl\ availaEle no later than �0 da\s after 
receiving its A5P E66E5 allocation�

o Please insert linN to the plan:

☐ 7he LEA sought puElic comment in the development of its plan and tooN those 
puElic comments into account in the development of its plan�

☐ 7he LEA will periodicall\ review and� as appropriate revise its plan� at least 
ever\ si[ months�

☐ 7he LEA will seeN puElic comment in determining whether to revise its plan 
and� if it determines revisions are necessar\� on the revisions it maNes to the 
plan� 



☐ ,f the LEA revises its plan� it will ensure its revised plan addresses each of the
aspects of safet\ currentl\ recommended E\ the Centers for Disease Control
�CDC�� or if the CDC has revised its guidance� the updated safet\
recommendations at the time the LEA is revising its plan�

☐ 7he LEA has created its plan in an understandaEle and uniform format�

☐ 7he LEA¶s plan is� to the e[tent practicaEle� written in a language that parents
can understand� or if not practicaEle� orall\ translated�

☐ 7he LEA will� upon reTuest E\ a parent who is an individual with a disaEilit\�
provide the plan in an alternative format accessiEle to that parent�

7he following person or persons is�are the appropriate contact person for an\ Tuestions 
or concerns aEout the aforementioned plan�  

Please list name�s�� title�s�� address� count\� and contact information for the person or 
persons responsiEle for developing� suEmitting� and amending the LEA plan� 


	The LEA has made in the case of statutorily compliant plans or will make in: On
	The LEA sought public comment in the development of its plan and took those: On
	The LEA will periodically review and as appropriate revise its plan at least: 
	The LEA will seek public comment in determining whether to revise its plan: 
	If the LEA revises its plan it will ensure its revised plan addresses each of the: On
	The LEA has created its plan in an understandable and uniform format: On
	The LEAs plan is to the extent practicable written in a language that parents: On
	The LEA will upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability: On
	Whether the LEA has a compliant plan or is submitting a new plan: The LEA is submitting a new plan and will post it within 30 days of receiving funds. 
	How the LEA will maintain health and safety policies and procedures: STEM Prep Elementary School maintains health and safety procedures in alignment with the requirements of the CDC, California Department of Public Health, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (LACDPH), Cal-OSHA, and when applicable, the Los Angeles Unified School District. These health and safety policies and procedures are codified in STEM Prep’s COVID-19 Standard Operating Procedures document and its COVID-19 Containment, Response, and Control Plan. Each time that new regulations are released, these documents are updated to reflect the most current requirements. The Chief Operating Officer is responsible for monitoring public health conditions and State and local rules and restrictions and using that information to establish and revise policies for STEM Prep schools. At this time (June 23, 2021), the adjusted COVID case rate for LA County is 12,030 per 100,000 people. The adjusted case rate in the West Adams community of LA where the school is located is 14,392. The most recent State and local rules informing our decision-making process are found in the LACDPH Reopening Protocols for K-12 Schools: Appendix T1 and Cal-OSHA COVID-19 Guidance. Prior to reopening to in-person instruction in Spring 2021, LACDPH visited and approved the school site for reopening.

	How the LEA will ensure continuity of services in case isolation quarantine or school closure: STEM Prep Elementary School reopened its school building to all students who wished to return to school as of April 12, 2021, and students will continue to have the option to attend school in person in Fall 2021 as long as public health conditions allow for that. The school will follow public guidance and requirements as they pertain to offering distance learning for students whose parents prefer they not attend school in person in the fall. All students will continue to have access to social, emotional, and mental health supports, and health and food services will continue in Fall 2021 as well. 

In the event that future school closures are required, the school will revert to its 100% distance learning model in which all students accessed the curriculum through a mix of synchronous online and asynchronous offline learning activities. In that case, students with disabilities and English Learners would receive additional push-in supports via Zoom just as they did during the 100% distance learning portion of the 2020-21 school year. 

In the event that a single student or cohort of students needs to isolate or quarantine temporarily, they will participate in their coursework remotely via Zoom.

	How LEA provided public the opportunity to provide feedback: Throughout the 2020-21 school year, STEM Prep sought input from families, students, and staff members via surveys every 5 weeks. We received a lot of feedback that informed the evolution of the distance learning and hybrid instructional models, as well as the return to in-person instruction. Health and safety protocols have been widely and consistently communicated to all stakeholders and posted on the schools’ websites.
	LEA Name: STEM Prep Elementary School
	Plan website link: 
	Contact information: Eric Barlow
Chief Operating Officer, STEM Prep Schools
3200 West Adams Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018
Los Angeles County
(323) 795-0695
ebarlow@stem-prep.org
	Group1: has developed a plan
	The LEA will periodically review and as appropriate revise its plan at least_2: On
	The LEA will seek public comment in determining whether to revise its plan_2: On
	Had or revised a plan: The LEA has amended/created a plan compliant with the IFR


